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Canada will celebrate International Women’s Week (IWW) from March 4 to 10, 2001, with the 
highlight being International Women's Day (IWD) on March 8. This week provides an ideal 
opportunity to reflect on the progress made to advance women’s equality, to assess the challenges 
facing women in the new millennium, to consider future steps to enhance women’s quality of life 
and, of course, to celebrate the achievements. The theme for this year's International Women's 

Day/ Week is “Canadian Women: Raising Our Diverse Voices for Positive Change!”. This theme 
emphasizes opportunities where women have raised their voices, have been heard and have made a 
visible impact. It acknowledges the influence of Canadian women to effect positive changes for 
women in various aspects of life on the local, regional, national and/or international scenes — be it 
through paid or unpaid work — especially since the United Nations has declared 2001 the 
International Year of Volunteers. 


By raising their voices and their concerns collectively and by taking action together, Canadian 
women, in all their diversity, have been successful in effecting positive changes in their communities, 
removing the multiple barriers they face in our society and around the world. Despite the gains of 
the past decades, Canadian women continue to face many 
challenges before they reach full equality in our society. All 
TABLE OF CONTENTS of us have a role to play in reaching this goal. Every voice 
and every action counts. Therefore, I invite all Canadians to 
Message from the Secretary take the opportunity during International Women's Week 


Se to reflect on those struggles and to take action. 
What is International Women’s ; ; ; Fo : 
Day/ Week? To assist you in preparing activities and celebrations to 
mark this special week, Status of Women Canada has 
When did it start? : developed this “easy to photocopy” Information Kit which I 
ia : encourage you to reproduce and share with your colleagues, 
Basie Que Nolces friends, family and/or community. This information is also 
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Canadian Women: Raising our Diverse Voices for Positive Change! 


Every year on March 8, millions of women and men 
around the world celebrate International Women’s 
Day. This day is an ideal opportunity to reflect on 


What is 


| nterna ti ond | the progress made to advance women’s equality, to 
assess the challenges facing women in 
Wo men ’s contemporary society and to consider future steps to 


enhance women’s quality of life and, of course, to 
celebrate the gains made. 


Day/Week? 


Women on all continents often divided by ethnic, 
linguistic, cultural, economic and political differences 
come together to celebrate International Women’s Day. It is a celebration of ordinary women as 
makers of history. Rallies, marches, fairs, receptions, shows, films and debates are held around 
the world to celebrate the achievements for women’s equality. 


Wh Toward the end of the 19 Century and the beginning of the 20% 

en Century, a movement of women struggling for better working 

d ® cl 8 conditions and recognition of their fundamental rights, including the 
i if right to vote, emerged in North America and Europe. 


ie rt? A number of people believe that International Women's Day emanates 
from labour strikes of female textile workers on March 8, in both 
1857 and 1908, to protest against poor working conditions in New 
York City. Others say the first official reference to International Women’s Day can be traced to a 
demonstration for women’s suffrage organized by the National Association of Socialist Women. 
Referred to as “Women’s Day’, the demonstration took place on February 28, 1909 and had 
been celebrated annually in the United States on the last Sunday in February until 1913. 


Inspired by the American Women’s Day, at the Second : 
International Conference of Socialist Women held in The hubisasipit sar Fane pe 
Copenhagen, Denmark in 1910, the German socialist was celebrated on March 19, 


leader, Clara Zetkin, presented a resolution calling for 

the designation of an International Women’s Day to recognize women’s struggles around the 
world, including the fight for universal suffrage. The resolution was passed unanimously by 
more than 100 delegates representing 17 countries. The first International Women’s Day was 
celebrated the next year on March 19 in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland. 
Following that, it was celebrated in other parts of the world in February or March and 
sporadically in North America until the end of the 1960s. 


In 1977, two years after International Women’s Year, the United Nations adopted a resolution 
inviting countries to dedicate one day to celebrate the rights of women and international peace. 
March 8 became the date of recognition in many countries. Over the course of the years, 
International Women’s Day evolved into an occasion to highlight the progress made, to celebrate 
the gains in the fight for women’s rights and to consider future steps to improve women’s 
equality. The celebrations also grew and often stretched over a week, with March 8 being the 
highlight. This year in Canada, International Women’s Week will be celebrated from Sunday, 
March 4 to Saturday, March 10, 2001. 
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Raising our diverse voices 
for positive change: 
Some success stories and tips 


There’s absolutely no doubt that the capacity of Canadian women to effect positive 
change in various aspects of life — be it through paid or unpaid work — has long been 
fully proven. By raising their voices and their concerns collectively and by taking action 
together, Canadian women, in all their diversity, have been successful in effecting 
positive change in their communities, in our society and around the world — from the 
fight for the right to vote at the beginning of the last century to the World March of 
Women in the Year 2000. The following success stories are some examples of women’s 


ability to influence change: 


THE WORLD 
MARCH OF WOMEN 
IN THE YEAR 2000: 
THE REBIRTH 

OF FEMINIST 
MOVEMENT 


More than 5,200 groups 
from 161 countries and 
territories participated in the 
World March of Women in the 
Year 2000, a global initiative 
spearheaded by the 
Fédération des femmes du 
Québec (FFQ), to identify 
and advocate critical actions 
to be taken by governments 
to eliminate women’s poverty 
and violence against women. 


The idea of holding a World 
March of Women was borne 
out of the experience of the 
women's march against 

poverty, entitled Du pain et 
des roses (Bread and Roses 
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March), which took place in 
Québec in 1995. Initiated by 
the FFQ, this march was a 
huge success. Three 
contingents of 850 women 
marched for ten cays to win 
nine demands related to 
economic justice. Fifteen 
thousand people met them 
at the end of their ten-day 
walk. The presence of 20 
women from southern 
hemispheric countries during 
the 1995 March reminded 
women of the importance of 
global solidarity-building. A 
few months later at the 
Fourth UN World Conference 
on Women in Beijing, the FFQ 
made their first proposal to 
organize an international 
women's march. 


In order to get the project 
started, a Coordinating 
Committee was formed, 
composed of 21 women 
from Québec representing 
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different elements of the 
women's movement. 


On October 1998, 140 
delegates from 65 countries 
participated in the first 
International Preparatory 
Meeting held in Montréal, 
Québec. During this 
meeting, an International 
Liaison Committee made up 
of 40 representatives of 
participating groups from all 
over the world, was put 
together to assist the 
Coordinating Committee of 
the March in making 
decisions related to the 
march. The delegates also 
adopted a platform of world 
demands against poverty 
and violence against women. 


Since the original appeal 
from Quebec feminists for 
women's solidarity 
worldwide, the project 
progressed by leaps and 


bounds. New groups and 
countries joined in the 
effort. A slogan and a song 
were also adopted. In 
November 1999, a joint 
work session put the 
finishing touches on action 
strategies for the year 2000. 


After several months of 
hard, committed work, the 
World March of Women in 
the Year 2000 was launched 
worldwide on March 8, 
2000 beginning with a 
signature campaign in 
support of the world 
demands. Throughout the 
following months, several 
other community-building 
and public awareness 
activities were carried out in 
each participating region 
culminating in marches in 
countries and an 
international rally at the 
United Nations in New York 
on October 17, 2000, the 
International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty. 
March organizers also met 
with representatives of the 
World Bank and the 
International Monetary 
Fund in Washington on 
October 16, 2000 and 
presented the World March 
demands, supported by 
more than 4.7 million 
signatures, to the United 
Nations in New York on 
October 17, 2000. 


In Canada, provincial 
organizing committees met 
with provincial leaders to 
discuss the demands. The 
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Canadian Women’s March 
Committee (CWMC), 
representing 24 national 
organizations active in 
women’s equality, justice, 
and rights issues, presented 
13 immediate demands to 
the Government of Canada. 
The Canadian March 
activities culminated on 
Parliament Hill in Ottawa 
on October 15, 2000 where 
thousands of women, men 
and children participated in 
the largest show of support 
for women's rights in 
Canadian history. 


Source: 


Fédération des femmes du Québec 
(2000) World March of Women in the 
Year 2000, 
www.ffq.qc.ca/marche2000/. 


FILIPINO WOMEN: 
BREAKING THE 
SILENCE ON 
EXPLOITATION 
AND TRAFFICKING 


Fleeing poor living 
conditions and encouraged 
by the attraction of a better 
life outside of their home 
country, about 2000 
Filipinos leave the 
Philippines every day — 
greater than 50 percent of 
whom are women. 


Within the Philippine family 
and society, women are in 
subordinate and unequal 
positions and they are 
responsible for the 
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replenishment of labour and 
all associated household 
work. To help pay off family 
debts or to escape those 
living conditions, many of 
them are employed as 
migrant workers, become sex 
trade workers or mail-order 
brides in foreign countries, 
including Canada. 


In Canada, Filipino women 
have made up a significant 
proportion of the Filipino 
community since the 1960s. 
During labour shortage in 
the 1960s and 1970s, 
Canada directly recruited 
many Filipino women to 
work as teachers and nurses 
in schools and hospitals. 
However, since the 1980s, as 
the economy of Canada 
began to change, the need 
for domestic workers 
intensified and Filipino 
women were increasingly 
recruited as domestic 
workers or mail-order brides. 
While experiencing the same 
problems of exploitation and 
oppression as their male 
counterparts, Filipino 
women face the additional 
problems of gender violence. 


The Philippine Women Centre 
of B.C. was formed by a 
group of Filipino-Canadian 
women in 1989 to educate, 
organize and mobilize Filipino 
women in Vancouver and 
other areas of British 
Columbia so they can 
collectively address the root 
causes of their oppression as 
women, as workers and as 
overseas Filipinos. 
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Based on the continual 
need to deepen the 
understanding of the reality 
of Filipino women in 
Canada, the Philippine 
Women Centre of B.C. has 
developed in-depth 
experience in community- 
based research by 
conducting several 
participatory action 
research projects and 
studies on Filipino women 
since 1996. 


In March 1999, the 
Philippine Women Centre of 
B.C., with its national 
network, organized the 
Filipino-Canadian National 
Consultative Forum: 
Towards Filipino Women’s 
Equality, in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Over 100 
Filipino women from 
different parts of Canada, 
the United States, Europe 
and the Philippines 
gathered at this historic 
forum that served to deepen 
the understanding of the 
situation of Filipino women 
in Canada who are 
subjected to exploitation 
and abuse. Together 
Filipino women developed 
recommendations and 
suggested concrete actions 
for change that will promote 
the human rights, equality, 
peace and development of 
Filipino women. The forum 
also led to the creation of 
the first study undertaken 
by a community-based 
organization of Filipino 
women outside academe to 
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examine the situation of 
Filipino mail-order brides in 
Canada. 


Their ground-breaking 
research brought out the 
voices, experiences and 
struggle of Filipino women 
in Canada. Their spirit to 
assert and liberate 
themselves is helping to 
shape policy development 
and actions for change 
toward community 
empowerment. The research 
report entitled Canada: The 
New Frontier for Filipino 
Mail-Order Brides, was 
released in 2000. 


Status of Women Canada’s 
Policy Research fund has 
supported significant 
research into the issue of 
trafficking. An urgent call 
for proposals was issued in 
September 1998 to generate 
research, which could 
provide concrete knowledge 
on the extent and nature of 
trafficking in Canada in 
order to develop policy and 
programs, which would 
recognize and protect the 
human rights of women. 
Since then, the department 
has funded four research 
projects on this issue. They 
deal with Filipino mail-order 
brides, sex trade workers 
from Eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union, the 
legal framework for mail- 
order marriages and 
immigrant domestic 
workers and a 
comprehensive profile of 


women trafficked to, from 
and within Canada. While 
the story of the Philippine 
Women’s Centre of B.C. is 
told here, the issue of 
trafficking is not limited to 
only visible minority 
women. Women from 
Eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union are part 
of a new and growing 
supply source for the 
international sex industry. 
Many who arrive in Canada 
end up in strip clubs and 
massage studios. For more 
information on the issue of 
trafficking, or for copies of 
the research reports, check 
the SWC Web site 
(www.swc-cfc.gc.ca). 


Source: 


Philippine Women Centre of B.C. 
(2000) Canada: The New Frontier for 
Filipino Mail-Order Brides, Status of 
Women Canada, Ottawa. 


INCLUSION OF 
EQUALITY 
PROVISIONS IN 

THE CONSTITUTION 


At the beginning of the 
1980s, the momentum to 
repatriate and renew the 
Constitution thrust women 
into an unprecedented fight 
to reshape Canadian law on 
equality. Through two years 
of constitutional 
conferences, hearings, and 
legal challenges, women 
lobbied to strengthen the 
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guarantees of equality in the 
new Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms of the proposed 
Constitution. 


In February 1981, more 
than 1,300 women from 
across the country attended 
a successful three-day 
meeting on Women and the 
Constitution on Parliament 
Hill to express their 
concerns on the wording of 
the equality provision in the 
Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. 


Their efforts paid off when 
the final version of section 
15 was modified to read 
“Every individual is equal 
before and under the law 
and has the right to the 
equal protection and equal 
benefit of the law without 
discrimination, and in 
particular, without 
discrimination based on 
race, national or ethnic 
origin, colour, religion, sex, 
age, or mental or physical 
disability’. 


Their work was further 
rewarded with the inclusion 
of Section 28, which reads 
“Notwithstanding anything 
in this Charter, the rights 
and freedoms referred to in it 
are guaranteed equally to 
male and female persons’. 
This specific women’s 
equality rights section was 
added in the April 21, 1981 
version of the Charter to 
back up the guarantees of 
equality of section 15. 
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However, the history of 
women’s efforts took one 
further turn. At a federal- 
provincial conference of 
First Ministers on 
November 2, 1981, 
Canada’s First Ministers, 
with the exception of 
Premier René Lévesque of 
Quebec, agreed to a new 
clause, section 33, which 
would give any government 
the power to override the 
rights in the Charter, 
including the equality rights 
in section 15 and 28. 
Women’s efforts were 
redoubled in strength. 


Although they were 
unsuccessful in having 
section 33 removed from the 
Constitution, the provinces 
and the federal government 
agreed to remove the 
application of the override 
clause from section 28. 


The Constitution with its 
new Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms came into force 
on April 17, 1982, with the 
exception of section 15, 
which only came into force 
in 1985. 


Sources: 


Brodsky, G. and Day, S. (1989) 
Canadian Charter Equality Rights for 
Women: One step forward or two steps 
back?, Canadian Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women, Ottawa. 


Prentice, A. et al (1988) Canadian 


Women: A History, Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, Toronto. 
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ABORIGINAL 
WOMEN: 
CHANGING THE 
INDIAN ACT 


In Canada, the Indian Act is 
the federal law which 
governs the day to day lives 
of Aboriginal people. 
Established in 1869, the 
Indian Act explicitly defines 
Canada’s original 
inhabitants, not by blood or 
family association, but by 
marriage. 


Until 1985, “Indian status” 
was determined by a 
person’s relationship to “a 
male person who ts a direct 
descendant in the male line 
of a male person”. Whena 
woman born of “Indian 
status” married a non- 
status man, even a non- 
status Native or Métis man, 
she lost her original status 
and was never able to 
regain it even if she was 
divorced or widowed. She 
also lost her band 
membership, her property, 
inheritance, burial, medical, 
educational and voting 
rights on the reserve. 


Mary Two Axe Early was the 
first Aboriginal woman to 
speak out publicly in the 
1950s against this aspect of 
the Indian Act. In the late 
1960s and early 1970s, 
other Native women joined 
the struggle. Jeannette 
Corbiére Lavell and Yvonne 
Bédard, deprived of band 
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membership because of 
their marriage to non-status 
men, had their cases argued 
up through the Supreme 
Court of Canada. In 1973, 
the Supreme Court of 
Canada ruled, in a five-to- 
four decision, “that the 
Indian Act was exempt from 
the Canadian Bill of Rights” 
(former Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms). 


In 1977, women of the 
Tobique Reserve in New 
Brunswick came up with 
the strategy of taking the 
issue of the sex 
discrimination clause 
(section 12(1)(b)) of the 
Indian Act to the Human 
Rights Committee of the 
United Nations (UN). In 
1981, the UN ruled in 
favour of Sandra Lovelace, 
whose case served as an 
example of the general 
plight of Native women in 
Canada who had been 
stripped of Indian status. 


Four more years of 
concentrated lobbying were 
necessary before the 
Canadian government 
passed Bill C-31 in 1985, 
eliminating sex 
discrimination from the 
Indian Act and giving the 
right of reinstatement to 
band membership to “all 
women who had lost their 
status through 12(1)(b) and 
subsequently, all the first 
generation children”. This 
marked the culmination of a 
long campaign by First 
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Nations women to end more 
than 100 years of legislated 
sexual discrimination and 
to regain their full Indian 
status, rights and identity. 


The work of Native women 
continues today to make 
sure grandchildren and 
future generations will be 
included in the provisions of 
Bill C-31. 


Sources: 


Dawn Wine, J. and Ristock, J.L. 
(1991) Women and Social Change: 
Feminist Activism in Canada, James 
Lorimer and Company, Publishers, 
Toronto. 


Pierson, R.R. et al (1993) Canadian 
Women’s Issues — Volume 1: Strong 
Voices — Twenty-five Years of Women’s 
Activism in English Canada, James 
Lorimer and Company, Publishers, 
Toronto. 


ROYAL 
COMMISSION ON 
THE STATUS OF 
WOMEN IN 
CANADA 


Throughout the 20% 
Century, women made 
visible advancements in 
the quest for equality. 
Organizations like the 
Committee for Equality of 
Women in Canada (CEWC), 
the Fédération des femmes 
du Québec (FFQ) and the 
Association féminine 
d'éducation et d'action 
sociale (AFEAS) were 
created to pursue the 


rights of women in Canada. 
They lobbied the 
government to take 
women’s issues seriously. 
Pressure from women’s 
organizations and the 
influence of women like 
Laura Sabia, founder of the 
CEWC who threatened a 
march of three million 
women if a Royal 
Commission was not 
established, was relentless. 


Victory came on 

February 16, 1967 when 
the Royal Commission on 
the Status of Women was 
established to inquire into 
and report upon the status 
of women in Canada, and 
recommend steps to ensure 
equal opportunities for 
women in all aspects of 
Canadian society. Chaired 
by Florence Bird, the 
Commission sought a wide 
spectrum of public input. 


Three and a half years later, 
on September 28, 1970, the 
Commission submitted its 
report containing 167 
recommendations. 

It was tabled in the House 
of Commons on 

December 7, 1970. The 
Commission created a 
momentum towards the 
pursuit of women’s equality 
in Canadian society. 


Since then, women in 
Canada have seen many 
changes such as the creation 
of a federal department, 
Status of Women Canada, 
which was established to 
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promote gender equality and 
ensure the full participation 
of women in economic, 
social, cultural and political 
life of the country, and 
legislation to enshrine 
women’s rights. 


Sources: 


Bird, F. et al (1970) Report of the 
Royal Commission on the Status of 
Women in Canada, Ottawa. 


Pierson, R.R. et al (1993) Canadian 
Women’s Issues — Volume 1: Strong 
Voices — Twenty-five Years of Women’s 
Activism in English Canada, James 
Lorimer and Company Publishers, 
Toronto. 


THE “FAMOUS 
FIVE” CHANGE 
CANADIAN HISTORY 


The early 20% century and 
the courageous women who 
challenged the existing 
status of women are now 
part of the historic 
landscape of Canada. Five 
women created legal history 
in women’s rights by 
contesting the notion that 
legal definitions of “persons” 
excluded females. If women 
were not legally persons, 
then they had no rights. 


The early 1900s in the 
Canadian west were 
turbulent and rapidly 
changing times. In Alberta, 
the population began to 
shift from a strictly rural to 
an increasing urban one. 
Men outnumbered women 
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three to two. These 
situations combined to 
create what some perceived 
as significant social 
problems of alcohol abuse 
and prostitution. Women 
began to organize and 
support those organizations 
dedicated to ‘cleaning up 
society.’ At the same time, 
women began to seek a 
larger role in politics. In 
1916, the Alberta legislature 
passed legislation granting 
women the right to vote. 


At the time, the British 
North America (BNA) Act of 
1867 set out the powers 
and responsibilities of the 
Canadian provinces and of 
the federal government. 
Because this federal act 
used the word “persons” 
when it referred to more 
than one person and the 
word “he” when it referred 
to one person, many argued 
the Act was really saying 
that only a man could bea 
person. Thus women were 
prevented from participating 
fully in politics or affairs of 
state. 


This situation was of 
concern to Canada’s Emily 
Murphy, the first woman 
magistrate in the British 
Empire. Judge Murphy was 
the magistrate of a newly 
created Women’s Court 
operating in Edmonton. On 
her first day a defendant’s 
lawyer challenged a ruling, 
because she was nota 
“person” and therefore, not 
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qualified to perform the 
duties of a magistrate. 
Magistrate Alice Jamieson 
of Calgary found herself 
similarly challenged. In 
1917, one of her rulings was 
appealed to the Alberta 
Supreme Court, which 
deemed that there was no 
legal disqualification for 
holding public office in the 
government based on sex. 


At the same time, women's 
groups began pressuring the 
federal government to 
appoint a woman to the 
Senate. Despite the support 
of Prime Ministers Arthur 
Meighen and William Lyon 
MacKenzie King, no 
appointments materialized. 
Governments used the 
“persons” argument as the 
excuse used to keep women 
out of important positions, 
like the Senate. Ifonly a 
man could be a person, then 
when the Act also said only 
“qualified persons” could be 
appointed to the Senate of 
Canada, then only men 
could be qualified for 
appointment to the Senate. 


In August 1927 Emily 
Murphy and four other 
prominent Canadian women 
— Nellie McClung, Irene 
Parlby, Louise McKinney and 
Henrietta Muir Edwards - 
asked the Supreme Court of 
Canada to answer the 
question, “Does the word 
“person” in Section 24 of the 
BNA Act include female 
persons?”. 
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In April 1928, after five 
weeks of debate and 
argument the Supreme 
Court of Canada decided 
that the word “person” did 
not include women. 


The five women, nicknamed 
“The Famous Five” were 
shocked by the Supreme 
Court decision but did not 
give up the fight. Instead 
they refused to accept the 
decision and took the 
Persons Case to the Privy 
Council in England which 
in those days, was Canada's 
highest court. 


On October 18, 1929, Lord 
Sankey, Lord Chancellor of 
the Privy Council, 
announced the decision of 
the five Lords. The decision 
stated “that the exclusion of 
women from all public offices 
is a relic of days more 
barbarous than ours. And to 
those who would ask why 
the word “person” should 
include females, the obvious 
answer ts, why should it 
not?”. 


The Famous Five achieved 
not only the right for women 
to serve in the Senate, but 
they and their many 
contributions paved the way 
for women to participate in 
other aspects of public life 
and the assertion of 
women’s rights is now 
honoured by the Governor 
General’s Awards in 
Commemoration of the 
Persons Case. 


WHAT IS YOUR 
SUCCESS STORY? 


The success stories of 
women raising their voices 
for positive change on the 
local, regional, national 
and/or international scenes 
are countless. From the 
smallest action to the 
biggest, they all count. No 
matter what the issue you 
fought for, why not share 
your success story with 
others? 


Many people working for 
change forget to document 
their efforts, experiences 
and learning. By sharing 
your success story with 
other women working for 
change, you provide them 
with useful tools so they 
can draw upon your past 
experience and grow from it. 


SOME TIPS 
FOR AN 
ACTION PLAN 


Despite the gains of the 
past decades, Canadian 
women continue to face 
many challenges before 
they reach full equality in 
our society. Whether you 
are looking at creating new 
services in your 
community, concerned 
about discrimination in 
television advertising, or 
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want to implement a policy 
favouring the rights of 
women in your 
organization, there is no 
miracle recipe for making 
change. However, there are 
number of important steps 
to consider to ensure 
success of your actions 
such as the following: 


1) CHOOSE/IDENTIFY AN 


2 


— 


ISSUE: 


- What affects you as a 
woman? 


- Is it a problem for other 
women in your 
community, your 
region, your province, 
this country? 


- Do you want to do 
something about it? 


UNDERSTAND THE 
ISSUE: 


Once you have identified 
an issue, try to understand 
it better by getting all the 
facts about it. 
- What do you know 
about the problem and 
the potential solutions? 


- Can you do something 
to address the issue? 


To find out more 
information about your 
issue, visit your local 
library, read newspapers, 
relevant articles, books or 
research papers, discuss it 
with someone or a group in 
your community already 
working on the issue, 
search the Internet, etc. 
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3) ESTABLISH YOUR 
POSITION ON THE 
ISSUE: 


Now that you have the 
facts, establish your 
position on the issue. 


- What is your opinion 
on the issue? 


- Why are you concerned 
about the problem and 
what is it that you wish 
to see happen to 
address the issue? 


4) FIND ALLIES OR 
PARTNERS: 


Find out who else is 
working or would like to 
work on your issue. 
They could be 
individuals in your 
community, businesses, 
organizations (local, 
regional, provincial, 
national, international), 
media, researchers, etc. 


Meet with them and find 
out how involved they 
are with the issue and 
what their objectives are. 
This will allow you to 
determine whether you 
wish to work with them 
or not. 


To avoid isolation and 
burnout, try to partner 
with others if you can. 


5) ESTABLISH A GOAL: 


Actually, once you 
establish your position 
on an issue, your goal is 
usually determined 
automatically. 


Your goal, i.e. what you 
want to achieve, could be 
broken down in interim 
objectives or steps. 


6) KNOW THE DECISION- 


MAKERS: 


Identify which 
groups/sectors your 
action will be directed to. 
Who has the authority or 
the power to make 
decisions regarding the 
issue? Is it business 
owners, school principals 
or trustees, an agency 
board, the city council, 
the regional, provincial 
and/or the federal 
government, etc.? 

Make sure you identify 
the right people/ sector 
to approach. 


Before approaching 

them, research each 

group/sector targeted for 

action: 

- How are they 
organized? 


- Who makes the 
decisions and how are 
decisions made? 


- What other groups are 
affiliated with this 
group? 

- What is their position, 
their view on the issue? 


7) INDENTIFY YOUR 
SUPPORTERS AND 
OPPONENTS: 


- What is the public 
opinion about the 
issue? 
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8) 


- What is the position of 
the media about the 
issue and what are 
their motives? 


- Are there any groups 
and/or individuals 
whose influence can 
help or hinder your 
work? 


Who are your potential 
supporters and what 
are their motives? 


Who are your potential 
opponents and what 
are their motives? 


- What barriers are you 
facing or may face? 


DEVELOP YOUR 
ACTION PLAN: 


Based on the 
information gathered in 
the previous steps, 
develop your action plan 
and establish time lines. 
Decide who will do what, 
when, how and why? 
Determine carefully what 
actions you will take to 
address the issue and in 
which order. Will you... 
- Write a letter? 

- Submit an opinion 
piece to a newspaper? 

- Prepare briefs? 

- Build a coalition? 

- Write funding 
proposals? 

- Hold a public meeting 
to inform others about 
your activities? 

- Conduct media 
interviews? 

- Issue a news release? 
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- Hold private meetings 
with influential people 
to convince them of the 
soundness of your 
case, and to elicit their 
support and possibly 
their involvement in 
the issue? 

- Organize a 
demonstration? 

- Create street theatre? 

- Circulate a petition? 

- Boycott a product or 
service? 

- Take a court action? 

- Approach the Human 
Rights Commission? 

- Link up with an 
existing network or 
women’s group? 


No matter what 
activities/strategies you 
will decide to undertake, 
remember there are 
always positive and 
negative sides to each 
strategy. Try to think 
about them before hand. 


9) TAKE ACTION AND 
DO FOLLOW-UPS: 


Implement your 
activities / strategies. 
Don’t forget to do follow- 
ups, to keep records of 
your activities and to 
thank your supporters. 


10) EVALUATE AND 
THINK ABOUT THE 
NEXT STEP: 


Evaluate your activities 
and strategies. Did you 
achieve your goal? What 
did you learn from your 
experience? Share your 
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learning experience with 
others, celebrate your 
success and if needed, 
start over again or start 
with another issue. 


A WORD 
ABOUT 
THE MEDIA... 


Vv The media can be 
helpful in sensitizing 
the public, decision- 
makers, heads of 
business, public 
servants, politicians or 
others. 


vY What is of concern to 
you may not be of 
concern to all media. It 
is helpful to draw up a 
list of media and 
journalists likely to be 
interested in your 
issue. 


Y Be prepared. It may 
also be useful to identify 
a spokesperson who can 
be responsible for media 
relations and who can 
be familiar with how the 
media works. 


¥Y Remember, it is 
important to choose 
your media contacts 
carefully and choose 
the appropriate time to 
contact them in order 
to ensure the best 
coverage of your issue. 


SOME THINGS TO 
KEEP IN MIND... 


Y Choose collaboration 
over confrontation. Be 
prepared to make some 
concessions. 


Y Always keep your goal in 
mind. 

vY The process of effecting 
change may be slow, 
demanding, time 
consuming, difficult and 
frustrating but the 
rewards on the long term 
for future generations of 
young girls and women 
is very fulfilling. 


Y Don’t forget to nurture 
yourself and the others 
who work with you. 


Y You are not alone. 


Sources and Suggested Readings: 


Adelberg, E. for the Canadian 
Federation of Junior Leagues (1996) 
From Issues to Action: A manual for 
advocacy workers, Canadian Federation 
of Junior Leagues, Edmonton. 


Canadian Association for the 
Advancement of Women in Sport (1991) 
Resources for Research and Action: A 
Policy Handbook: Strategies for Effecting 
Change in Public Policy, Canadian 
Research Institute for the Advancement 
of Women (CRIAW), Ottawa. 


Canadian Beijing Facilitating Committee 
(1996) Take Action for equality, 
development and peace: A Canadian 
Follow-up Guide to Beying 95, Canadian 
Research Institute for the Advancement 
of Women (CRIAW), Ottawa. 


Kome, P. (1989) Every Voice Counts: A 
guide to personal and political action, 
Canadian Advisory Council on the Status 
of Women, Ottawa. 
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What can I do to celebrate 
International Women’s Day/Week? 


The following is a list of suggestions to help you organize an activity 
to celebrate International Women’s Day/Week 2001. In order to 
ensure the success of your event, make sure to choose an activity 


that suits your audience’s interests and concerns. These activities 
can be adapted for the classroom or various community groups. 


YOU COULD... 


? Spread the word about 


International Women’s 
Day/ Week 2001. How? 
By sending out an e-mail 
message to your 
colleagues and friend, or 
by putting a special 
message on your fax cover 
sheet, your voice mail, 
your Web site, in your 
computer screensaver or 
in the employees’ pay 
envelopes. 


Review Status of Women 
Canada’s Web site 
(www.swc-cfic.gc.ca/iwd/). 


Put up IWD/IWW signs, 
banners and posters on 
the walls in your 
workplace or school. 


Produce your own 
International Women’s 
Day/ Week promotional 
poster and post it on 
bulletin boards or on the 
walls in your office or 
school. 


? Set up an information fair 


with displays featuring 
local resources for women 
and distribute relevant 
material such as the one 
produced by Status of 
Women Canada for 
International Women’s 
Day/ Week 2001. 


Interview women who have 
made a positive difference 
for women in your 
community or women who 
work in non-traditional 
jobs. Write an article 
about them and submit it 
for publication in your 
organization’s newsletter, 
school paper or local 
newspaper. 


Show a video on issues 
related to women (see list 
of suggested videos on the 
following pages) and hold a 
discussion afterwards. It 
may be helpful to have the 
discussion moderated by a 
special resource person. 
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? Hold a brown bag lunch 


and invite women from 
several generations to 
share their personal 
experiences and efforts to 
achieve women’s equality. 


Pay tribute to women in 
your community who 
worked for women’s 
equality by highlighting 
their special contributions 
and achievements during 
a community gathering or 
a special Awards 
Ceremony. 


Invite students and 
teachers at school, 
colleagues at work, or 
members in your 
community, to take a 
pledge on women’s rights 
by signing a giant scroll or 
drawing on a giant mural. 
Display the scroll or mural 
in the school lobby, at city 
hall or any other public 
place. 
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? Hold a discussion on a 
topic of concern to the 
women in your 
community, your 
workplace or your school. 
bbe topics could include: 


Human rights of women; 
Women and globalization; 
Women and poverty; 
Women’s health issues; 
Violence against women; 
Women and science; 
Women and the Internet; 
Women and the media; 
Education and training for 
women; 

Women and the 

environment; 

Women and research; 

Women and volunteer work; 

Wage gap between women 

and men; 

Y Stereotyping and socio- 
sexual roles; 

¥ Women’s struggles and 
challenges; 

Y Balancing work and family 

responsibilities; 

Career choices; 

Women in non-traditional 

roles; 

v Sharing power and decision 

making; 

Feminism; 

Gender relations; 

Success stories of women 

who have made a positive 

change; 

Y Or any other issues of 
particular interest to 
Aboriginal Women, lesbians, 
senior women, women with 
disabilities, immigrant 
women, refugees or women 
of visible minorities. 
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? Present a show, a concert 
or a play related to 
women’s struggles for 
equality and donate the 
proceeds to a local 
women’s organization in 
your community. 
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? Organize a conference, a 
round table, or a panel 
discussion with guest 
speakers to discuss issues 
related to the status of 
women. Members of the 
panel could be affiliated 
with an organization 
fighting for women’s rights 
or a woman who has 
accomplished a lot within 
your community. 


¢? Organize a photo or art 
exhibit in your local 
library, the cafeteria at 
work or school, etc., 
featuring works created by 
women. Invite women’s 
organizations to attend 
the activity. 


? Organize a fundraising 
event for a local Women’s 
Organization or shelter for 
abused women. 


IN THE CLASSROOM, 
YOU COULD... 


? Ask students to work ona 
project about gender 
equality. They could write 
a composition, a book 
report, a speech, or do a 
research paper. 


? Lead a discussion around 
male and female 
stereotypes and their 
impact on discrimination. 


? Run photography, 
drawing, poetry or essay 
contests on the theme for 
International Women’s 
Day/ Week 2001. Perhaps 
a local store could offer a 
prize. 
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DON’T FORGET! NO 
MATTER WHERE YOU ARE, 
FEEL FREE TO... 


? Copy this Information Kit 
and distribute it free of 


charge to as many people 
as possible. 


? Visit the “Calendar of 
Events” section on the 
Status of Women Canada 
Web site to find out what 
activities are happening 
across the country to 
mark International 
Women’s Day/ Week. 


? The achievements of 
women are countless. 
Their dreams and realities 
have no limits. Stretch 
your creativity and come 
up with your own way to 
celebrate this very special 
day/week. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT 


Status of Women Canada 
123 Slater Street — 10% floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 


K1P 1H9 
Telephone: (613) 995-7835 
Fax: (613) 943-2386 
TDD: (613) 996-1322 


E-mail: 
communications@swce-cfc.gce.ca 


Web site: 
www.swe-cfc.gc.ca/iwd/ 
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The following is a selection of films on issues of 
concern to women taken from the more extensive 
catalogue of the National Film Board (NFB). 


Many of the National Film Board (NFB) films are available through your local public 
library as well as a number of sales outlets across the country. Check the NFB 
collection on their Web site at www.nfb.ca/E/4/5 (English) or www.nfb.ca/F/4/5 
(French). You can also order videos directly from the NFB by calling their toll free 
number 1-800-267-7710 or (514) 283-9900 (Montreal region only). 


BEYOND BORDERS: ARAB FEMINISTS 
TALK ABOUT THEIR LIVES... EAST AND 
WEST (1999, 50 min) 

Abstract: 

Though the promise of women's equality 
inspired by national liberation movements in 
the 1950s and ‘60s never really materialized, 
Arab women have not given up their struggle. 
Four years after the Gulf War, director 
Jennifer Kawaja followed a delegation of Arab 
women activists as they toured the United 
States. Gathering on college campuses, in 
church basements and at the UN, they speak 
passionately and eloquently, sensitizing 
North Americans to Arab feminism and the 
effects of US foreign policy. From Algeria, 
Tunisia, Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, Jordan and 
Lebanon, they candidly discuss the 
deterioration of women's rights in Arab 
states. How do they struggle against internal 
constraints, such as censorship and 
fundamentalism, yet counter Western 
domination? 
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UNDER ONE SKY: ARAB WOMEN IN 
NORTH AMERICA TALK ABOUT THE 
HIJAB (1999, 44 min) 

Abstract: 

To Western eyes, the veil is one of the most 
contentious symbols of Middle Eastern 
culture. For some it represents the 
oppression of Muslim women, mysterious 
sexuality and the struggle between Eastern 
and Western values. But for the North 
American Arab women who wear the hijab, 
the veil is a proud emblem of their identity 
and heritage. Under One Sky presents some 
very modern Arab women who trace their 
history, from early colonialist missions, to 
post-Gulf War feminism. Informed and 
articulate, these women reveal the ideologies 
behind the veil with passionate insight and 
unexpected flair. Director Jennifer Kawaja 
discovers that Arab women are adamant 
about tearing away labels imposed by both 
East and West. 
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MARKER OF CHANGE: THE STORY OF 
THE WOMEN'S MONUMENT (1998, 52 min) 
Abstract: 

This is the remarkable story of a small and 
determined group of Vancouver feminists 
who set out to create a permanent marker to 
name and remember the 14 women 
murdered at L'Ecole Polytechnique in 
Montreal on December 6, 1989. The success 
of their struggle, amidst controversy and 
criticism, is a benchmark in feminist history 
and a Canadian model for social activism. 


THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PICTURE 
(1998, 53 min) 

Abstract: 

Are there no great women artists? At 
Washington's National Gallery only 1 in every 
30 paintings is by a woman. In Canada, 
women account for a mere 8 percent of the 
National Gallery's collection. The Other Side 
of the Picture takes us into the homes and 
studios of artists such as Mary Pratt, Joyce 
Weiland, Jane Ash Poitras and Landon 
Mackenzie, who address the question of 
inequality in the art world. Traversing the 
last two centuries of women's art history, this 
film offers provocative comment on why we 
are still missing the "other side of the picture’. 


THE POWER GAME (1997, 46 min) 
Abstract: 

Historically, a woman's route to power 
involved an alliance with a powerful male. 
Now that women are seeking to wield power 
directly, will the rules of the game change? 
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BODY POLITICS (1997, 47 min) 

Abstract: 

This video traces efforts to rescue the female 
body from old paternalistic ideologies, and to 
restore its full power and dynamism. 


THE DOUBLE SHIFT (1997, 47 min) 
Abstract: 

How can women obtain equal opportunity, 
equal pay and a chance to have a family and 
a career without bearing an unequal share of 
the work? 


POSTCARDS FROM THE FUTURE 

(1997, 46 min) 

Abstract: 

Women are hard at work inventing the next 
millennium. How will the empowerment of 
women effect the future of all mankind? 


STOLEN MOMENTS (1997, 92 min) 
Abstract: 

Monumental and engaging, Stolen Moments 
takes you on a voyage through three 
centuries of gay life. Highlights of lesbian 
culture from times gone by are combined 
with incisive, personal commentary on 
contemporary struggles surrounding sexual 
politics and feminism, life and love. Stolen 
Moments is about personal testimony of past 
and present courage and passion; about 
reenacted moments from lesbian history; 
about yesterday's oppression and today's 
resistance; about song and dance, 

ritual and performance...about crossing 
boundaries. Giving voice to stories that have 
been scattered or buried, rendering a 
shadowy history visible, Stolen Moments 
chronicles the past - and future - of lesbians 
in society. 
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PERSONAL ALARM (1997, 46 min) 
Abstract: 

Women across Canada are carrying rape 
whistles and personal alarms when they 
walk alone, arming themselves with weapons 
in the home and taking self-defense courses 
in record numbers. Concern for personal 
safety is escalating: headlines warn that 
another dangerous offender is being released; 
women see public spaces as danger zones; 
the home alarm industry is booming. In 
Personal Alarm, women from a wide range 
of age groups and backgrounds share fears 
and strategies for personal safety, revealing 
how the emergence of a culture of violence 
has forced them to take significant measures 
to keep themselves — and their children — 
safe. Determined not to become victims, they 
learn that responsibility for their own 
protection often means discovering their 
inner strengths and resources. 


ASKING DIFFERENT QUESTIONS: WOMEN 
AND SCIENCE (1996, 51 min) 

Abstract: 

In Canada and around the world a new 
scientific revolution is taking place, propelled 
by a new breed of feminist scientists. 
Challenging the traditional practices of 
science, these women offer a new approach 
to the study of nature and our place in it. 
This film documents how the increasing 
participation of women is transforming the 
fabric of science and technology. It also 
examines the ways in which science has 
been applied, often to the detriment of 
women and the environment. 


VOICES OF CHANGE (1995, 92 min) 
Abstract: 

Voices of Change is a documentary that 
chronicles the stories of five women with 
courage. Women from Australia, Guatemala, 
Canada, Latvia and Pakistan who balance 
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age old traditions with new roles as creators 
of social change in the areas of aboriginal 
rights and labor rights and against racism, 
sexism and poverty. They confront 
oppression, injustice and indifference, 
determined to create a better life for their 
children, for their communities and for their 
countries. 


WIDENING THE CIRCLE (1994, 26 min) 
Abstract: 

For three days in April 1992, more than a 
hundred young women shared information 
about some of the issues important to their 
lives: racism, self-esteem, education, 
feminism and sexism, the media and 
disabilities. The forum was a conference 
organized by the Canadian Advisory Council 
on the Status of Women entitled Widening 
the Circle: A Gathering with Young 
Women. For the first time, young women in 
Canada, aged 15 to 19, representing this 
country's regional, racial, linguistic and 
cultural diversity, had the opportunity to 
meet each other and articulate their 
concerns. 


KEEPERS OF THE FIRE (1994, 55 min) 
Abstract: 

For half of a millennium, First Nations 
women have been at the forefront of 
aboriginal peoples' resistance to cultural 
assimilation. Today, Native women are still 
fighting for the survival of their cultures and 
their peoples--in the rain forest and the city, 
in the courts and the legislatures, in the 
Longhouse and the media. Keepers of the 
Fire profiles Canada's Native "warrior 
women" who are protecting and defending 
their land, their culture and their people in 
the time-honored tradition of their 
foremothers. 


Status of Women Canada 


Canadian Women: Raising our Diverse Voices for Positive Change! 


Evaluation 


an a To help us with planning for International Women’s 
; Day/Week next year (2002), Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
C re) Mm Mm @ nts would like your comments on the material prepared for this 

year. Please detach this evaluation form and return it after 
March 10, 2001 to the following address: 


Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
Communications and Consultations Directorate 
123 Slater Street — 10 floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 1H9 
Fax: (613) 943-2386 


This document is also available 
on our Web site at the following address: 


www.swe-cfc.gc.ca/iwd/index. html. 


1) Tell us about yourself (Check one as appropriate) 


OQ) Women’s organization Q) College, CEGEP 

Q) Aboriginal organization Q) University 

Q Ethno-cultural organization /group Q Federal government/national institution 

Q Youth organization Q Provincial/Territorial government/institution 
QO Seniors organization Q Professional association or corporation 

QO Men’s organization Q Private sector/business 

Q Health centre, medical clinic, hospital, etc. Q Labour organization 

Q School (elementary, high school) Q) Other (specify) 


2) Where do you live? (Check one) 


QO) Newfoundland Q) Ontario Q Yukon 

Q Prince Edward Island OQ) Manitoba Q) Northwest Territories 
QO) New Brunswick Q Saskatchewan QO Nunavut 

Q Nova Scotia Q Alberta C) Outside Canada 

QO) Quebec Q British Columbia 


3) How did you hear about the theme and material produced by SWC for International 


Women’s Day/Week 2001? 
Q Not applicable/didn’t know about it Q Television 
Q) National newspaper Q) Radio 
Q Local/community newspaper Q Employer / teacher 
QO E-mail message from SWC Q Community organization 
QO Status of Women Canada Web site Q By mail 
Q Link from another Web site to SWC’s Web QO By fax 
site. Which one? Q Word-of-mouth 


CL) Other 
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4) Did you organize any activities to highlight International Women’s Day/Week 2001? 


OQ Yes Q No Q) Not applicable 
If yes, what kind of activity did you organize? (Check as many as applicable) 
Q Video or film presentation Q Concert/show/play Q Writing / publishing an article 
Q Distribution of material Q Fundraising event Q Photo, drawing, painting contest 
Q Information Kiosk/Fair Q Round table/public session QO Art exhibit 
Q March, rally, demonstration QO Conference () Other 
Q Poetry or other readings Q) Discussion 
group/workshop 
5) Did you use the material produced by SWC for International Women’s Day/Week 
2001? 
QO Yes QO) No Q Not applicable 


If not, why not? 
If so, which did you use? 


Q) Information Kit Q) IWD Bookmark 
Q What is International Women’s Day/ Week? QO News release 
Q When did it start? Q Calendar of events (from SWC Web site) 
Q Raising our diverse voices for positive change: O Other information (from SWC Web site) 
Some success stories and tips Was it useful? 
Q Suggestions for planning your own IWD activity 0 Yes OQ No 


QO) Video suggestions 


6) Did you use SWC’s suggested theme - “Canadian Women, Raising our Voices for Positive 
Change! ”? 
Q) Yes Q) No 
If not, why not? 


7) Did you visit SWC’s Web site (www.swce-cfc.gc.ca/iwd/)? 
QO) Yes QO) No 
If not, why not? 


8) Comments on the material produced by SWC for International Women’s Day/Week 2001 


9) Suggestions of a theme for International Women’s Day/Week 2002 


10) Ideally, how soon would you like to hear about the theme for International 
Women’s Day/Week 2002? 
QO) November 2001 Q) December 2001 Q January 2002 


11) Ideally, how soon would you like to be able to order/receive the material produced 
by SWC for International Women’s Day/Week 2002? 
Q) November 2001 QO) December 2001 Q) January 2002 


OTHER COMMENTS 
Thank you! 
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ORDER FORM 


Postal address 


| 


Description Unit price Quantity Total$ 


International Women’s Day/Week 2001 
INFORMATION KIT FREE 
(bilingual publication - easy to photocopy) 

Publication # 01-G-001 


International Women’s Day Bookmark 
(bilingual publication) 
Publication # 01-G-005 


Please return to: 


Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
Distribution Centre 
123 Slater Street — 10% floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 1H9 


Fax: (613) 957-3359 


PLEASE NOTE: 


The INFORMATION KIT is available on our Web site (www.swe-cfc.gc.ca/iwd/index.html) 
and can easily be downloaded in Acrobat 4. We invite you to download it and make 


copies on the paper of your choice. Thanks! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
REGISTRATION FORM 


Co 
Province MR erento 


Date and time 


Other relevant 
information about 


the event 


| Web site. = 8 | eeepc ees Mies <p 


Please return to: 


Status of Women Canada (SWC) 
Communications & Consultations Directorate 
123 Slater Street — 10 floor 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 1H9 


Fax: (613) 943-2386 


Only information of events open to public will be posted on our Web site. 
Please, allow a minimum of five (5) working days for the information to be posted. 
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